Longregs of the Wnited States
Bouse of Vepreseniatives
ashington, AL 20515

Seplember 22, 2010

Lisa P. Jackson

Administrator, U5, Lnvirommental Protection Agency
Arel Rios Bldg., 1200 Pennaylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator Jackson:

As members of the bipartisan Congressional Sportsmen’s Cauens, the largest and most active
caucus on Capitol il we are wriling (o urge you 1o dismiss the pelition Lo ban the use of lead in
fishing products. The attached letier from leading hunting, lshing and conservation
organizations clearly points out that there is no scientific basis to warrant such a far reaching ban
on traditional Tishing cquipment. A similar proposal to ban lead fishing tackle was disnissed by
the EPA in the nmd- 19905, because there was insufMicient data to support such aban  there is no

additional dala to supporl a ban {oday,

The Amcrican wildlife management model is the best in the world, and one of the pillars of this
moce] is that the states retain the authority to manage most of their fish and wildlife. These state
ageneics arc already monitoring and addressing any of the localized issies surrounding lead,
making this draconian ban nol only unnecessary, but intrusive. In a lctter to you on this very
issue daled Seplember 2nd, the Assovalion ol Fish and Whldlile Agencies, which represenis the
collective perspectives of the 30 state fish and wildlife agencies, concludes, “A national ban on
fzad fishing sinkcrs is thorefore neithor nocessary nor appropriate.”

The Prestdeni’s “Ainerica’s Greal Outdoors” mitiafive is aimed at reeonnccting Amcricans to the
outdaors; fishing is an accessible, lu, [amily oriented aclivily that should he embraced and
cncouraged as part of this initiative. A ban on traditional lishing tackle will drive up cosis
substantially and scrve as a disineentive for more Amcricans to get outside and enjoy this great
prastume,

There are 60 million recreational anglers in America that coniribute $125 billion (o ouwr econeiny
anmually. Penalizing these men, woimen and children that are the best stewards of cur
cnivironment, as weli as the financial backhone to fish and wildlifc conservation in our country,
wontld be a terrible and unnecessary injusticc.




We urge you to deny the petition to ban the use of lead in fishing products.
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